Workshop 6 abstract: Syntactic tests: how to analyze the syntactic structure of an indigenous language and prove your analysis) – Dennis Albert Moore

This workshop focuses on the methodology for analyzing the syntax of an Indigenous language, especially the problems that are frequently encountered. After a basic description of fieldwork procedures, basic concepts of syntactic structure in languages will be explained: word boundaries, word classes, categories, constituent structure, and rules. The methodology presented is based on internal linguistic evidence rather than theoretical assumptions. Examples of analytical tests will be presented from the Gavião language of Rondônia. The issues investigated include word boundaries, word classes, phrase structure, clause structure, and the structure of intermediate-rank constructions. The goal of the workshop is to train students to analyze Indigenous languages.

