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2. Concurrent systems (Australia and Papua New Guinea) – Greville G. Corbett (Surrey Morphology Group), Erich R. Round (Surrey Morphology Group) and Sebastian Fedden (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle/LACITO, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, and Surrey Morphology Group)

Features have a key role in all the major theories of syntax and morphology. Yet there are key parts of the theory of features where we are still ignorant, or where the answers are assumed rather than well-founded. The part of the theory we tackle is the question of whether there can be concurrent feature systems, that is, systems with two features of the same type. For example, whether a language can have two features for case, or tense, or gender, each with its own distinct set of values, yet both operating concurrently within the same domain. We lay out the analytical prerequisites, and undertake case studies of two particularly interesting and challenging languages, Kayardild and Mian. The Tangkic language Kayardild has been analysed as having concurrent tense-aspect-mood systems; we argue against the received wisdom here, suggesting that in this one corner of the grammar Kayardild is actually quite normal (there is a single tense-aspect-mood system). The Ok language Mian has been analysed as having concurrent systems of nominal classification, and we bring additional arguments, notably interaction with a third feature, to support this analysis. We conclude that (i) in general it is both feasible and valuable to apply a principled approach to determining whether we are faced with one feature or with concurrent features, and (ii) in our specific case studies, adopting this explicit approach leads us to more insightful analyses in both instances.



