Workshop 5 (Part I): Typological extremes: how we measure and what we learn
1. Morphology on the mountain of languages (Dagestan) – Greville G. Corbett (Surrey Morphology Group)

The languages of Dagestan are famous for many characteristics, including their large phoneme inventories and their huge paradigms. Thus the verb in the language Archi boasts 1.5 million forms, according to Kibrik’s count. I shall introduce this remarkable phenomenon briefly. Then I move on to an instance of real complexity, also found in Archi. The difficulty is not in the vast scale of the paradigm, but in one small part of it. I argue that the syntactic rules of Archi require reference to a feature person. However, this feature has no unique morphological realization. Instead it uses forms which elsewhere express gender and number. I shall lay out the issue in detail, showing the several ways in which the paradigm exhibits non‑canonical behaviour, which is both interesting to explore and challenging to represent. 

