Workshop 4 abstract (Part II): Contact-induced language change: the case of Kokama and Zo’é languages and the history of Tupí-Guaraní languages: reconstructions and innovations – Ana Suelly Arruda Câmara Cabral

In the second part of the workshop, I will discuss the following topic: “Contact-induced language change: the case of Kokama and Zo’é languages and the history of Tupí-Guaraní languages: reconstructions and innovations”. In this section, I will present the results of language contact experienced by a Tupí-Guaraní people who migrated in prehistoric times to a region where there were no other Tupí peoples, but rather speakers of languages belonging to different genetic groups. These people experienced intense contact with a group most likely of Arawak origin, who did not acquire the Tupí-Guaraní language perfectly, resulting in the creation of a new language whose basic vocabulary is of Tupí-Guaraní origin, but whose grammar is not. I will demonstrate why the Kokáma language cannot be classified as a Tupí-Guaraní language according to the principles of the Comparative Method, and argue that it may instead be classified as a mixed language. I will also address typological features of Tupí-Guaraní languages, based on data from Tupinambá, Kamaiurá, Asuriní do Tocantins, and Zo’é – languages representing different sub-branches of the Tupí-Guaraní family. I will demonstrate the reconstruction of some Proto-Tupí-Guaraní etyma, as well as morphological and morphosyntactic patterns, and discuss certain innovations observed in specific groups and individual languages.

