Workshop 5 abstract (Part I): Description and Documentation of Languages Spoken by Recently Contacted Tupian Indigenous Groups in Brazil: Experiences and Methods – Ana Suelly Arruda Câmara Cabral

In the first part of the workshop, I will address the topic “Description and Documentation of Languages Spoken by Recently Contacted Tupian Indigenous Groups in Brazil: Experiences and Methods”. The aim is to discuss linguistic methods for describing and documenting Indigenous languages, which are generally geared toward groups with at least some degree of bilingualism. However, the specialized literature on the subject lacks methodologies for conducting linguistic research with monolingual Indigenous groups (Cabral, Oliveira, Magalhães, and Aragón 2008). In this roundtable, I intend to contribute to the discussion on the particularities of research with recently contacted monolingual groups. Among these particularities, I highlight ethical procedures, the time required to build and organize a database, distinct elicitation techniques, including those used to confirm specific phenomena across different linguistic subsystems as well as the various challenges encountered in achieving the objectives and goals of a research project (Cabral and Aragón; Cabral, Jennings, and Brito 2010; Cabral, Noelli, and Sallum 2020). The discussion is inspired by the author’s experience over the past 30 years with three recently contacted Indigenous groups in Brazil: Zo’é, Akuntsú, and Piripkúra. 

